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This is a bird's-eye rendering 

of the complex of new Maple 

Heights grade schools off 

Dunham Road. The site 

presently has two entrance 

roads. To be added is a road 

farthest south. City officials 

are to study traffic before 

giving a final OK.  

 

 

 

 

MAPLE HTS -- Abraham Lincoln, John F. Kennedy and Barack Obama are the proposed names 

of three new school buildings.  

 

The full name of Abraham Lincoln would be for the kindergarten-first grade building. John F. 

Kennedy would be for the grades 2-3 building. Barack Obama would be for the grades 4-5 

building.  

 

The presidential names were nominated by a committee of seven adults reviewing 650 

submissions from students. Many students suggested Obama but only the submission of high 

school freshman Bennie Motley "linked three names that the committee felt made very good 

logical sense," Superintendent Charles Keenan said.  

He explained that students not only were to submit names but also to write an essay explaining 

the reason for those names. In Bennie's handwritten submission, Bennie reasoned that buildings 

should be named after presidents because presidents are the highest position in the nation and 

their lives could inspire students and that Lincoln, Kennedy and Obama each "moved things 

forward," Keenan said.  

 

Bennie noted that Lincoln declared the emancipation proclamation, Kennedy was a leader in 

civil rights and Obama is the first black president.  



About 25 people attended a forum April 27, when Bennie's names were announced. Participants 

suggested that the full names of presidents be used and that buildings reflect the order of the 

presidents, with the earliest, Lincoln, being the namesake of the kindergarten-first grade 

building, Keenan said.  

 

The grade-school buildings will be built as a complex located on the present sites of Dunham 

Elementary School and the former West Junior High School.  

 

School officials earlier decided not to change the names of the high school and middle school.  

 

The high school will be built near the present school. Milkovich Middle School will be built near 

the present Stafford Elementary School.  

 

There was no runner-up for the names of the elementary-school buildings. Some students 

suggested present teachers. Others suggested LeBron James, Keenan said.  

 


