
High school football: Maple Heights wins 

D-II state title 

By Associated Press 

 

-- Shaq Washington didn't want to feel the pain 

of losing another state championship game. 

 

The senior quarterback accounted for seven 

touchdowns to lead Maple Heights to their first 

Ohio Division II football championship Friday 

night, a 45-33 comeback win over Trotwood-

Madison at Paul Brown Stadium in Massillon. 

Last year, the Mustangs lost, 42-12, to 

Cincinnati Winton Woods. 

 

"I just didn't want to let the community down 

again," Washington said after Maple Heights 

claimed its first team title in any sport since 

winning the 1974 wrestling championship. 

 

"They were so behind us last year and we got blown out, beat bad and it hurt," 

Washington said. "The people stayed with us, though, and now we're bringing the trophy 

home to them." 

 

The Mustangs (15-0) overcame a 19-point deficit and five missed extra-point attempts. 

 

"I had no doubt these guys would fight back," Coach Todd Filtz said. "And I knew Shaq 

would come through. On Monday, he asked if I expected a big game from him and I said, 

'You better, because we don't win it without you."' 

 

Washington accounted for 390 of Maple Heights' 406 yards. He ran for 174 yards and 

touchdowns of 9, 2, 4 and 19 yards. He completed 11 passes for 216 yards, with two 

touchdowns to Andre Stubbs and one to Al Jordan. 

 

"Those guys make my stats for me," Washington said. "I throw it out there and Andre 

runs with it. Anybody on this team can make plays." 

 

Stubbs caught seven passes for a Division II title-game record 170 yards. 

 

Marcus Graham ran for 179 yards and two scores and had two TD passes to lead 

Trotwood-Madison (12-3), in its first title game since losing the 1981 final.   



Graham threw a 32-yard TD pass to Renon Lorenzo and scored from 1 and 9 yards in the 

first quarter. A 45-yard punt return TD by Antwan Gilbert gave the Rams a 26-7 lead. 

 

"We had it going — and then nothing," Graham said. "It hurts to lose like this." 

 

-- With one dream game that will last a lifetime, Chris Pohlman and Delphos St. John's 

seniors erased a year of recurring nightmares. 

 

The Blue Jays forced seven turnovers and scored the most points in Ohio high school 

football tournament history in a 77-6 rout of Shadyside to win their sixth Division VI 

championship on Friday in Canton. 

 

A year ago, Delphos St. John's suffered its only title-game loss on a quarterback sneak by 

Norwalk St. Paul in the final five seconds. 

 

"There's not a day in my life since that I haven't thought about that," said Pohlman, voted 

the Division VI Defensive Player of the Year by The Associated Press for leading the 

Blue Jays (15-0) to their fourth undefeated season. 

 

Evan Burgei scored a Division VI title-game record four touchdowns while Jordan 

Leininger ran for two scores and threw for two more for Delphos St. John's. 

 

The previous record for points in a tournament game since the playoffs began in 1972 

was 76 by St. John's on the way to winning the title in 1999 and by Gahanna Columbus 

Academy in a 2003 Division V regional semifinal. 

 

The Blue Jays converted eight of nine red-zone chances. The only failure came when 

they took a knee to down the ball four consecutive times to avoid running up the score. 

 

"I didn't want to see 80 points on the board because I respect that team and how hard they 

played," said Coach Todd Schulte, 127-32 in 12 seasons at Delphos St. John's. 

 

"It was better to do that than score again," Schulte said. "Some people may take that the 

wrong way, too." 

 

— Associated Press 

 


