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CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Christopher Krause was the money man for Maple Heights city schools, 

one of the poorest districts in Cuyahoga County. His salary was $124,000 a year, but he made 

much more than that when you add up all the bribes prosecutors say he took. 

Krause and eight others were charged with corruption-related crimes Wednesday in the ongoing 

federal investigation of public officials.  

Krause, 52, of Hudson, is clearly the star of the most recent set of charges. He was the longtime 

treasurer of Maple Heights schools. 

Prosecutors say his loot included a John Deere tractor, landscaping services, gasoline gift cards, 

and more than $50,000 in cash bribes and kickbacks he took from contractors looking to do 

business with the school system.  

An itemized list of what he received, as described in the charges, includes everything from wads 

of cash to a $1,450 television set. An insurance broker seeking business with Maple Heights 

schools gave Krause three 3-day passes to Disney World, three one-week passes to Universal 

Studies and Cleveland Cavaliers tickets, prosecutors said.  

More than two dozen people had been charged before Wednesday in the corruption probe, which 

has netted public officials and private businessmen. Much of the case has revolved around 

schemes connected to Public Officials 1 and 2 -- high-ranking elected officials widely 

acknowledged to be Commissioner Jimmy Dimora and Auditor Frank Russo. They have been 

implicated in multiple schemes involving others but have not been charged with any crimes. 

They have denied wrongdoing.  

The charges against Krause are no surprise. He was implicated last year when prosecutors 

charged Santina "Sandy" Klimkowski, former Maple Heights school board member and Russo 

assistant, with multiple crimes. She pleaded guilty and faces four to five years in prison if she 

satisfactorily cooperates with prosecutors. She admitted being the bag woman who delivered 

bribes to Russo.  

Russo's lawyer, Roger Synenberg, declined to comment on the new case.  

Krause quit in October after he was told the school district was prepared to begin termination 

proceedings. His lawyer, Peter Cahoon, declined to comment.  

http://connect.cleveland.com/user/pkrouse/index.html


Others charged Wednesday along with Krause were Giacinto Vaccarella, former director of 

building and grounds at Maple Heights schools, and Rocky Laurie, the school system's former 

food service director.  

Several contractors also were charged, including Todd Gemma, Ronald Monroe and Bryan 

Carlton of Gemini Development Group in Solon; Shannon Riley, owner of Riley Industrial 

Services in Cleveland; Todd Ozanich, owner of Imperial Heating and Cooling in Solon; and 

Kenneth Kushmider, owner of Landscape Design Associates.  

The charges against Krause also implicate Russo, as well as his son Vince, although neither 

Russo has been charged with a crime or described by name in the filing.  

Krause is at the center of most of the 22 counts filed in the form of an information, which is a 

document that suggests all the defendants are cooperating and planning to plead guilty. He is 

charged with taking 15 separate bribes while employed by Maple Heights schools, which has the 

lowest per-student tax base in Cuyahoga County behind Cleveland and East Cleveland.  

In one instance, Krause accepted a $14,000 John Deere tractor from Gemma in exchange for 

$207,204 in contracts, according to prosecutors.  

In yet another, Riley is accused of paying $30,000 in kickbacks to Krause and Vaccarella in 

exchange for contracts worth $306,936. 

Riley's lawyer, Kevin Spellacy, said his client plans to plead guilty.  

Vaccarella's lawyer, Gary Seewald, said the same, although he downplayed his client's 

involvement. 

"He didn't get a dime out of that 30 grand," Seewald said. "It doesn't mean he's not guilty."  

Ozanich is charged with providing a furnace and heating for Krause's garage, a value of $2,400, 

in exchange for more than $270,000 in contracts. Prosecutors also say Ozanich bribed another 

Maple Heights official, identified as "Public Employee 16," in similar fashion in exchange for 

$62,881 in contracts. 

Jerome Emoff, Ozanich's lawyer, said his client had the impression that he had to provide 

services in order to obtain future work with Maple Heights schools.  

"This is kind of the wink-and-nod school of business transactions," Emoff said.  

Prosecutors identify PE 16, who was not charged, as a person once employed by Maple Heights 

City Schools as a carpenter and later as business manager. The description appears to match that 

of Steve Canepa. 

Maple Heights City Schools Superintendent Charles Keenan said Canepa, who left last year to 

work for the West Geauga Local School District, started as a carpenter with the school district 



and later became manager of business affairs under Krause, whose title also included business 

manager.  

A call to Canepa's office was not returned.  

Prosecutors say Krause, Vaccarella and PE 16 also embezzled $7,200 from Maple Heights 

schools through the sale of a 47-foot boom lift, which is a piece of construction equipment.  

Seewald said the payoff to his client, Vaccarella, was minimal.  

"He didn't get enough money to buy a good used car," Seewald said.  

The charges also claim a person identified as "Business Executive or Employee 13" gave Krause 

a $1,450 television set in exchange for unspecified contracts for clients as well as meetings with 

school officials.  

The description of BE 13 matches that of Vince Russo, who has not been charged with a crime. 

His lawyer declined to comment. 

Krause also was charged with obstruction of justice stemming from an incident following the 

execution of search warrants on multiple locations on July 28, 2008. Prosecutors say Russo gave 

televisions to both Krause and Klimkowski, and that several days after the raids, Russo told 

Klimkowski to get rid of her set and to tell Krause to do the same. 

In yet another instance, the owner of an Independence contractor described as "Business 

Executive or Employee 18" gave $8,000 in a series of payments to Krause and Klimkowski in 

exchange for more than $383,000 in contracts from the school system.  

Prosecutors said Public Official 2, believed to be Russo, was an intermediary between the owner 

of the Independence contractor and Klimkowski.  

Krause also would use school money and credit cards to buy items for his own use and then log 

them in school records as legitimate expenses, according to the charges. Items purchased in that 

fashion included a sump pump, power washer, generator, weed whacker, backpack leaf blower, 

bottled water and other tools and electronic items. 

 


