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CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Two former Maple Heights School District officials were sentenced to prison 

Monday in U.S. District Court in Akron in connection with the Cuyahoga County corruption probe. 

Giacinto Vaccarella, 53, former director of building and grounds, received 18 months in prison 

and Steven Canepa, 44, the former manager of business affairs, was given a sentence of a year 

and a day.  

Vaccarella had previously pleaded guilty to bribery and conspiracy to 

commit bribery. Canepa had pleaded guilty to mail and honest services 

fraud and theft.  

Judge John Adams sentenced Canepa and Vaccarella to terms less than 

what the federal guidelines in their plea agreements stipulated. Canepa 

was facing 30 to 37 months and Vaccarella 24 months to 30 months.  

          Steve Canepa 

Canepa's attorney Mark Marein believed Adams wanted proportionality in sentencing and as a 

consequence gave his client one year and one day. The extra day means he qualifies for a 15 

percent reduction in sentence for good behavior.  

"My confidence was incredibly restored by Judge Adams very close scrutiny of my client's 

background" along with his overall role in the schemes, said Canepa's attorney Mark Marein.  

Gary Seewald, Vaccarella's attorney, said it appeared that Adams sentenced Vaccarella to six 

months less than the federal guideline's minimum of two years, in part, because of health 

reasons. Seewald did not elaborate on the health problems.  

But Seewald also speculated that Adams wanted to sentence Vaccarella to a prison term more in 

proportion to what other more culpable defendants -- such as former schools treasurer 

Christopher Krause -- will receive.  

Krause, viewed as a ringleader in the corruption schemes, is looking at four to five years years.  
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Vaccarella pleaded guilty to receiving a portion of proceeds from a district-owned construction 

jack sold at auction. He also admitted to delivering bribes from contractor Shannon Riley to 

Krause, although Vaccarella did not receive any of the money.  

Canepa admitted taking a cut from the sale of the construction jack. He also pleaded guilty to 

receiving things of value from contractor Todd Ozanich in return for using his position to assist 

Ozanich.  

At sentencing it was determined that while Canepa received an air-conditioning unit from 

Ozanich, the contractor received no economic benefit in return, Marein said.  

Riley was sentenced to a year and one day in prison in connection with the corruption probe 

while Ozanich has yet to be sentenced.  

Landscaper Ken Kushmider was also sentenced Monday to eight months home detention for 

paying a bribe to a Maple Heights schools official.  

Also, on Wednesday, a superseding indictment was filed against Cuyahoga County Common 

Pleas Judge Steven Terry that more specifically states the crimes he is accused of committing. 

Terry is scheduled for trial on May 9, but his lawyers have asked that it be delayed.  

 


